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much, and thus incurred dislike on the part of
those who thought her silence due to pride and
indifference. Mme de Brancas assumed the functions
of her lady of honour and tried in vain to distract
her with jests.

Richelieu, the first Gentleman of the Bedchamber,
went to Orleans and presented Marie-Therese with
the king's compliments; then Louis XV went
with the Dauphin to meet her not far from Etampes,
the queen and princesses receiving her at Sceaux,
where a dinner was given at the residence of the
Duchesse du Maine.

The road from Sceaux to Paris on zznd of
February was packed with the carriages of people
coming to see the princess and greet her. In
provision for her imminent arrival at Versailles
a room was hired at the palace for the huge sum
of a hundred and forty pounds.

All sorts of spectacles were provided; as the hall
of the theatre at Versailles, begun in 1733, was not
yet finished, a temporary hall was established in
the covered-in riding school. The Slodtz had done
some remarkably good ornamentation,, sketching
fanciful arabesques with graceful lines, and trying
to create an atmosphere simple and harmonious at
once.

On 23rd February 1745 Voltaire produced La
Princesse de Navarre^ a lyric comedy with music by
Rameau; that was followed by Roy's Ballet des
Elements^ Lully's and Quinault's opera Theses^ and
finally a comic ballet PIafeey a composition of
Rameau's which received neither applause nor